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the west, and subdue Ha-li-fa Ha-ha-da, (Bagdad of the Calif) and other countries.
Under the year 1257, the Yuan shi mentions the taking of the fortress of GM-rh-du-kie by K'ie-di-lu-liua, In 1258 it is recorded that Hti-lie-wu subdued the empire of the Ha-li-fa in the Si yu (Western Asia), and dispatched a courier to the emperor to report the victories. Besides these, we find no more accounts in the Chinese annals regarding Hulagu's expedition. But many interesting statements regarding it appear in some of the biographies in the Yuan shi, as I shall show farther on,
TRANSLATION" OF THE  Si  Sill  Kl.
In the year 1252 Htirlie-wu (Hulagu), the younger brother of the emperor (Mangu), had taken the supreme command of the troops, and received orders to attack the Si yli (Western Asia). In the space of six years he succeeded in extending the frontier of the empire by nearly ten thousand li.
On the 20th of the first month (February 13) of 1259, CKang Te set out as a courier dispatched to the west (to the prince Hulagu). After leaving Ho-lin^ he travelled
304 Ho-lin is the Chinese name for -Karakorum, the celebrated residence of Chinghiz'first successors. The full name, as it appears in the Yuan shi, chap. Iviii., is Ha-la ho-lin. It is said there that this name is derived from the name of a river west of the city. Bash id states (d'Ohsson, i. 430) that Karakorum was the narao of a mountain, from which the city received the name. According to the Yiian shi, annals, Ogotai Khan, in 1235, in spring, ordered to raise the walls of IIa~la ho-lin and to build the palace Wan an Jcunff within it. His successors Kuyuk and Mangu resided there; but Kubilai Khan transferred, in 1260, the residence to To, tu or the present Peking. PI. Carpini, in 1246, was the first Western mediaeval traveller to mention Karakorum (/. c., 608). He was near the city, but did not see it. Eight years later (in 1254) Rubruk visited this place, and left an account of Karakorum (1. c., 345). M. Polo (i. 227) gives also a short description of the city from hearsay.
In 1825 A. Re*musat published, under the title " Recberches sur la Ville c3e Karakorum," an interesting paper on the ancient Mongol capital, and tried to determine its site from ancient Chinese itineraries. After Ritbruck, for four centuries and a half no European traveller had passed through the country where the ruins of that celebrated city had to be looked